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Book of Negroes by 
Lawrence Hill 
 
Lawrence Hill is a master at transforming the neglected 
corners of history into brilliant imaginings, as engaging 
and revealing as only the best historical fiction can be. A 
sweeping story that transports the reader from a tribal 
African village to a plantation in the southern United 
States, from the teeming Halifax docks to the manor 
houses of London, The Book of Negroes introduces one 
of the strongest female characters in recent Canadian 
fiction, one who cuts a swath through a world hostile to 
her colour and her sex. 
 
Abducted as an 11-year-old child from her village in 
West Africa and forced to walk for months to the sea in 
a coffle—a string of slaves— Aminata Diallo is sent to 
live as a slave in South Carolina. But years later, she 
forges her way to freedom, serving the British in the 
Revolutionary War and registering her name in the 
historic “Book of Negroes.”  
 
 

 
 

Reviews 

 
"The Book of Negroes is a masterpiece, daring and impressive in its geographic, historical and 
human reach, convincing in its narrative art and detail, necessary for imagining the real beyond 
the traces left by history." -The Globe and Mail 

"Aminata is a heroic figure, a little larger than life, residing within and outside of history. You 
can never forget this character. She embeds herself in your heart." -The Toronto Star 

"Anna Karenina. Hagar Shipley. Aminata Diallo....the exclusive club that includes literature's 
most memorable characters now has a remarkable new member." -The Calgary Herald 

"Somewhere around page 389 of Lawrence Hill's The Book of Negroes, I realized I had 

become so completely engrossed in his masterful telling of the hard life and crueler times 

of Aminata Diallo that I had forgotten I was reading a novel”-Literary Review of Canada 
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