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Netherland by Joseph O’Neil

In a New York City made phantasmagorical by the events
of 9/11, Hans — a banker originally from the Netherlands
— finds himself marooned among the strange occupants
of the Chelsea Hotel after his English wife and son return
to London. Alone and untethered, feeling lost in the
country he had come to regard as home, Hans stumbles
upon the vibrant New York subculture of cricket, where
he revisits his lost childhood and, thanks to a friendship
with a charismatic and charming Trinidadian named
Chuck Ramkissoon, begins to reconnect with his life and
his adopted country. Ramkissoon, a Gatsby-like figure
who is part idealist and part operator, introduces Hans to
an "other" New York populated by immigrants and
strivers of every race and nationality. Hans is alternately
seduced and instructed by Chuck's particular brand of
naiveté and chutzpah — by his ability to a hold fast to a
sense of American and human possibility in which Hans
has come to lose faith.

“Netherland” surely is: the wittiest, angriest, most exacting and most desolate work of fiction we’ve yet
had about life in New York and London after the World Trade Center fell”’-New York Times

“[An] exquisitely written novel “Netherland” a large fictional achievement, and one of the most
remarkable post-colonial books”- The New Yorker

"A dense, intelligent novel... O'Neill offers an outsider's view of New York bursting with wisdom,
authenticity, and a sobering jolt of realism."-Publisher's Weekly

"O'Neill writes a prose of Banvillean grace and beauty, shimmering with truthfulness, as poised as it is
unsettling. He is a master of the long sentence, of the half-missed moment, of the strange archaeology
of the troubled marriage. Many have tried to write a great American novel. Joseph O'Neill has
succeeded."-Joseph O'Connor, author of Star of the Sea
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